Sweeping mountain ranges, twisting two-lane roads, and
jewel-toned waters provide Lake County with some of
California wine country’s most breathtaking scenery. It
was here in 1995 that a Healdsburg vineyard manager
named Clay Shannon decided to strike out on his own,
bringing the produce of this rather remote corner of
Northern California to the attention of esteemed critics
and the wine-buying public.
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Shannon Ridge
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Chardonnay

Shannon Ridge High
Elevation Cabernet
Sauvignon

Shannon Ridge
High Elevation
Wrangler Red

Shannon Ridge is a fully functioning, agriculturally diverse
ranch comprising much more than grape vines. In the
spirit of the Tuscan Tenuta, Clay harvests olives, honey,
and lamb and wool from his pasturelands. For years,
Clay supplied some of Napa and Sonoma’s great
vineyard names with select fruit for their North Coast
labels, but is increasingly seeking to keep his own fruit in
his own house. To that end, the High Elevation tier
embodies the promise of both distinction and abundance
California is still capable of offering at a value price well
within the reach of many consumers. This entire lineup is
composed exclusively of Lake County fruit grown on-site
and at elevations of more than 1,200 ft above sea level.
The reds are always aged in oak barrels—something
almost unheard of at this price point from Northern
California.
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Place Matters
Overlooking the serene azure-blue waters of Clear Lake,
Lake County may only be 35 miles from St. Helena in
Napa, but it feels a world apart. Volcanic peaks, remote
pasturelands and towns with names like Lucerne, Nice,
and Geneva make you feel like you’ve been temporarily
transported to the European Alps. A mere hour-and-a-half
from the Port of San Francisco. A distinctly slower pace of
life allows for the patient cultivation of incredible mountain
fruit. Stunningly steep hillsides and mineral-rich volcanic
soils impart a tremendous amount of depth and structure
to these wines.
Long a destination for some of Northern California’s
premier Sauvignon Blanc, The High Valley and Clear Lake
AVAs are increasingly recognized for their well-structured
Cabernet and Zinfandel fruit that occasionally reaches
Napa-like proportion in terms of tannic power and flavor
authority. With Clear Lake acting as the supreme
temperature moderator, and vines that bask in the
exposure of sunlight and the Santa Ana wind currents off
the Pacific, you can begin to understand the enviable
position Shannon Ridge finds itself in. As a relatively
sizable grower/owner holding hundreds of acres of very
highly regarded terroir, Shannon Ridge Vineyards is
poised to remain the figurehead winey in this unique
region so close and yet so far from the beaten paths of
the tourist-laden Wine Trails.
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Wine

Grape(s)

Place

Vinification

Sight

Smell

Sip

Pairings

pear and
citrus

melon, green
apple, lightly
toasted
coconut,
caramel, long
juicy finish

chicken
piccata, crab
cakes, triple
cream cheese

High Elevation
Chardonnay

Chardonnay

Lake
County,
CA

French and
American oak
barrels for 6
months

pale yellow
with green
highlights

Cabernet
Sauvignon

Lake
County,
CA

French and
American oak
barrels for 8
months

full black
dark garnet
pot roast, lamb
blackcurrants, cherry, cassis,
with purple
ragù, grilled
mint, and cedar milk chocolate,
highlights
portobello
and vanilla

High Elevation
Cab Sauvignon

High Elevation
Wrangler Red

Barbera,
Zinfandel,
Mourvedre,
Syrah
Merlot,
Cabernet
Franc

Red Hills
AVA,
Lake
County
CA

French and
American oak
barrels for 8
months

crimson
and garnet

zesty wild
raspberry,
baking spices
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spicy and
juicy, with
pepper, anise,
and allspice,
surrounding a
core of bright
red berries

roasted
eggplant,
deep dish
pizza, stuffed
peppers

